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in his Kavyadarsa the Champu as a separate class of literature, no work of such an early date has come down to us,
Trivikrama Bfaatta
The Daraayaati Katha or Nalaehampn* written by Trivikrama Bhatta is the oldest champu known to us. He is also mentioned as the author of Madalasa* champa. Trivikrama Bhatta must be assigned to the 10th century A.D., as he is known to have composed the inscription of the King Indra III, the Rashtra Kuta, in 915 A.D. There is a tradition concerning the origin of Nalachampu. When once the poet's father Devaditya was absent from the court of his patron, a rival poet offered a challenge and Trivikrama, taking up the challenge, composed this work with the grace of Goddess Sarasvati, to defeat the rival. The father having arrived in the middle, there was no need to continue the work and so the work was left incomplete with 7 chapters. The defects of long and involved sentences, lengthy and cumbersome compounds and feats of double meaning are found abundantly in the work. Neither in the verse nor in the prose portions is there any touch of gsnuine literary art and the work as a whole is not a meritorious contribution to Sanskrit literature.
Somadeva
The Yasastilaka Champu of Somadeva is known to have been composed in 959 A.D. The author was a Jain and wrote tlie work with the definiteand verse. Although Dandin enumeratesharacter
